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the limitations imposed by the barons; he violated, as Professor Tout 

admits, the spirit of his oaths ; and he even procured a papal bull from 

Rome absolving him from his promises of 1297. 

Charles A. Beard. 
Columbia University. 



The Cambridge Modem History. Planned by the late Lord 
Acton. Edited by A. W. Ward, G. W. Prothero and Stanley 
Leathes. Vol. IX: Napoleon. New York, The Macmillan Co., 
1906. — xxviii, 946 pp. 

The chronological limits of this new volume of a now well-known 
cooperative work are, on the one hand, the beginning of the Consulate 
in 1799 and, on the other, the close of the Congress of Vienna in 1815. 
It will be noted therefore that the earlier part of the career of the ex- 
traordinary man from whom the volume appropriately takes its title has 
already found a place among the chapters devoted to the French Revo- 
lution, where one must turn for an account of Bonaparte's rise, his first 
Italian and his Egyptian campaign and his supplanting of the Directory 
on the 19th Brumaire. The novel order in which the editors have ar- 
ranged their material — the way in which they have met the eternal dif- 
ficulty which besets the historical writer of reconciling the demands of 
chronological sequence with the temptations toward a clear topical 
treatment — first attracts the reader's attention. The volume opens with 
a survey of the internal history of France under the Consulate. This 
is followed by a sudden retrogression to the early years of the Tsar 
Paul I , as an introduction to an account of the singular conduct of that 
monarch in European affairs and the general pacification of Europe 
which shortly followed his death. After a chapter on the dependencies 
of France, especially Switzerland, the internal affairs of France are once 
more taken up and the course of events is traced down to the invasion 
of 1814. There follow three topical chapters: one on the codes by 
Mr. H. A. L. Fisher; another on the concordats and Napoleon's gen- 
eral relations with the papacy by Mr. Wickham-Legg ; a third on " The 
Command of the Sea, 1803-1815 ," by Mr. H. W. Wilson. The three 
succeeding chapters cover the general history of Europe from 1805 to 
1809, after which Mr. Rose discusses the Continental system from 1809 
to 1814. We are then carried back to review the developments in the 
several French dependencies and Switzerland during the whole period 
covered by the volume ; after which Mr. Oman appears, introduces us 
to Arthur Wellesley and does not leave us until that distinguished com- 
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mander has entered France as WeDington. The arrangement of the 
concluding chapters is more conventional — the Russian campaign, the 
war in Germany, the first restoration, the earlier sessions of the Con- 
gress of Vienna, the Hundred Days, the close of the Congress. Room 
is then found for an account of Great Britain and Ireland from the 
opening of the revolutionary wars in 1792 to their close in 1815 and 
for a second chapter on the changes in the British empire at large dur- 
ing this same period. The volume closes with a short account of Na- 
poleon's sojourn on St. Helena and his apologia. This order of treat- 
ment may not be exceptionally felicitous from a literary standpoint ; 
but few will receive their first ideas of Napoleon from this volume, and 
to one who is already familiar with the story the arrangement will 
recommend itself. 

As for the contributors, there are several familiar names — those of 
writers who have had a hand in the preceding volumes — but the in- 
ternal history of France has very properly been turned over to Professor 
Pariset of Nancy, while Professor Guilland of Zurich has dealt with the 
more general European history under the Consulate. Major-General 
August Keim , of the German army , describes the war of 1 809 ; the 
Russian invasion has been assigned to Professor Stschepkin of Odessa , 
and the War of Liberation to Dr. Pflugk-Harttung, formerly professor 
of history at Basel. Among the English writers of approved ability, 
Mr. Rose, Mr. Fisher and Mr. Oman are conspicuous. 

It is impossible to review such a volume in detail. The separate 
chapters might, it is true, be criticised, but they contain quite unim- 
peachable information and there is little tendency to indulge in de- 
batable speculation. The volume is but another example of the 
strength and weakness of the system adopted for the whole work ; and 
this has already been discussed in a previous issue of the Political Sci- 
ence Quarterly (vol. xviii, pp. 681 etseq.). 

J. H. Robinson. 

The Negro and the Nation: A History of American Slavery 
and Enfranchisement. By George S. Merriam. New York, Henry 
Holt & Co., 1906. — 436 pp. 

This book at once suggests comparison with John C. Reed's The 
Brothers' War, published last year. Both deal with the same subject, 
the negro influence in American history, and in both the treatment is 
calm and philosophical, as befits books written by men of wide reading 
and experience. It must be said that the earlier work is more original, 



